
I. The Ancient Worldview.

Heaven
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This is the worldview reflected in the Biblc
(sec fig. l). In this conception, every-
thing earthly has its heavenly counter_
part, and everything heavenly has its
earthly counterpart. Every event is thus
a simultaneity of both dimensions of re-
ality. If war begins on earth, then there
must be, at the same time, warin heaven
Detween the angels of the nations in-Earth volved on earth. Likewise, events ini-
tiated in heaven would be mirrored on

Fis. 1 earth. There is nothing uniquely biblical

.nrv bv the writers orthe Bibre, oi,,"lrXltJi'Llllt:i#:: ffilril:Babylonians, Assyrians, Sumerians-indecd. uy eueryone in the ancient worrd_and it is still held by large numbers of peoplc in ifrica, Asia, and Latin America.It i.s a profoundly true picture of ,"ufitv.

2' The spiritualistic worldview. what distinguishes this worldview (see
fig. 2) from all other types is thar it

/ \ divides iruman beings inio ..roul,, 
and

( I Heaven "body"; one understands oneself as the

\ / satne as one's "sour" and other than\_____,, one's ..body.,, In this account, the cre_\'/v\^v^,^, ated order is evir, false, comrpted. cre-
\a--->( ation was itself the fall. Marrer is either

/ \ / \ indifferent or downright evit. Earthly

| 2( J Earth life is presided over by imperfect and
\r/ V evil Powers. When the soul leaves irs,\__/-

Fis. z l:ilt"'t bliss and is entrapped in a

ir rorgets its divine origins ano rarrs ,"l""il;,1',;;"#;t;Ti::iT:.:':TT;
body is a place of exile and punishment, but also ofiemptation and contamination.Salvation comes through knowledge of one's lost heavenly origins and the secrctof thc way back' This worldview is usually associated with Gnosticism, Man-ichaeism' some forms of Neoplatonism, ond, in regard to sexuality, puritanism.
(somcthing of the same picturc would fit some forms of Eastern religions, exceptthat they would see the worrd not as evil but as ilrusion.)
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3' The Materialistic Worldview. This view (see fig. 3) became prominent

rr------.t,2 in the Enlightenment, but is as old as

1 /\ Democritus (ca. 460_ca. 370 n.c.E.),

(X) Heaven *,:i:j:trJ"*;I:$:,il'i'l;:'i;',*:
Xt-__.-x view, there is no heaven, no spiritual

X xlili';1"..",.11;.l"i"TT:J'::'" Ti
/ \ known through the five senses and rea_( ) Earth ;i:,Ji:;:'xffi:x:l?,1:",'.:"il1;
\__/ omplexities of matter, and when we dieFis.3 we cease to exist except as the chemicals

and atoms that once constiruted us. This materialistic worldvierv has penetrated
deeply even into many Christians, causing them to ignore the spiritualdimensions
of systems or the spiritual resources of faith.

4. The "Theological" Worldview. In reaction to matcrialism, Christian
theorogians invented the supcrnatural

/ \ realm (see fig. 4). Acknowledging that

t ) Heaven this supersensible realm could nor bc

\ / known by the senses, they conccded
earthly reality to modern science ancl
preserved a privileged .,spiritual" rcalm
immune to confirmation or refutation-
at the cost of an integral view of reality

Earth and the simulraneity of heavenly and
earthly aspects of existence. This view
of the religious realm as hermeticallyFis.4 sealed and immune to challenge from

the sciences has been held not only by the Christian center ancl right, but by
most of theological liberalism and neoorthodoxy.
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- 5' An Integrar r,brrdview. This new worro"i:y (see fig. 5) is emergingtrom a confluenge of sources: thereflection, oi |arr Jung, rrijrr_o de Chardin,Morton Kelsev, Thom11 il"r. ;1I,1i* r"rl pi#.r, phirosophy, and rhe newphysics. It sees everything 
", 

i,uu,ng an outer andto take seriouslv the-spiriiurr i"rier'u 
"r rr'. *.,.:l#ffi,ili'ii;;,'ri['fffafhrnring a witlinnt,r'or-iri.i*r;t i" ,ririiier, ou, sees rhis inner spiriruarreality as inextricably tttuttJ to"an oute. .on.r.Jion or physicar manifestation.l;#rffi: T,friif,ly;'m:h,,than the arrcienr worrdview,, bur r berieve

available *o.taui.*, inctuding ,n."jili3,1?le 
for people todav ,t un- any other

,'nnt'o'otttL
outer nsnecj
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of a Single Reality

Fig. 5
The integral worldview that is emerging in our time takes seriously all theaspects of the ancient worldview, uut comuines them in a different way. Bothimages are spatial. The idea of heaven u, ,,up, 

is a natural, almost unavoidableway of indicating transcendence. But in the west, which has been irremediablytouched by modern science, few of us can any tong.r acfualy think that God,the angels, and departed spirits are somewhere in the sky, as most ancientsliterally did' (And some p"oit. today who disbelieve still do-including arheists.Remember the glee of the Soviet cosmonauts in announcing to the world thatthey had encountered no supernaturar beings in space?)
The image of the spirituar as "withinneJs,, is not, however, a flat, rimited,dimensionless point' It is a within coterminous with the universe-an inner realmevery bit as rich and extensive as the outer realm. The psychologist carl Jungspoke of this rich inner dimension as the collective unconscious, meaning bythat a realm of largely unexplored spiritual reality tint ing everyone to everything.The amazement of mystics at the discovery or tiri, ,"ulrn within is matched onlyby the amazement of physicists upol discovering that the ..finar,, 

buirding brockof matter' the atom, has an interioriry also, anJ that the electrons and protonsthey had once thought so substantial are not best described as matter but asenergy-events: what we might cail, from.the perspective of this book, spirit_mafter' It apprears that-everything, from photon, to subutomic particles to cor-porations to empires, has both an outer and an inner aspect.4


